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Zoning, cont.d

Going against the majority audience wishes, Supervisor Tom Chitwood agreed, saying it was appropriate to consider the comments of property owners, as well as township residents.

Fellow Supervisors Dave Calhoun and Jim Maguire also agreed.

Jim Maguire took a short time to chide township residents for what he perceives as an anti-landfill and anti-business bias. Maguire said he looked at this year's budget and what the township was set to accomplish, and it would have cost property owners about $1,000 each parcel to finish those tasks and make those purchases. Instead, he said, primarily due to the location of an industrial park in the township and the solid waste authority's annual host-township allocation to the municipality, township property owners are paying no township real estate taxes at all.

The comments were, in part, a response to some township residents who said during the public meeting they never wanted the landfill or prison located in the township, and who then forwarded plans to have the township purchase the old Shoemaker barn and residence for use as a museum and library.

In other matters, the supervisors heard complaints that a seismic search company looking for natural gas deposits has allegedly been coming onto properties without the owners' consent and placing ribbons at strategic locations for future search operations.

The board heard a complaint that the rails-to-trails path, which is still under construction, was being illegally used by four-wheelers and vehicles. Board members said the gates have been purchased to prevent that activity, and will be installed this spring.

Township police noted the newly-created skating rink and nearby pavilion were vandalized in recent days, and asked the residents for help in identifying and prosecuting the culprits responsible for those acts.
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Wayne Township Landfill sees impact from gas industry

By JAY ALEXANDER

This column is presented weekly by the Public Education sub-committee of the Clinton County Natural Gas Task Force in an effort to provide accurate, up-to-date information on activities surrounding the Marcellus Shale formation and the natural gas exploration industry.

With the arrival of a new year, many people like to sit back and think about the previous year; what we accomplished, what we didn't, what we did that made a difference and what we could have done to make a difference. A look at the priorities for the coming year is also in order. As general manager of the Clinton County Solid Waste Authority, which owns and operates the Wayne Township Landfill (WTL), quite a few thoughts run through my mind in regard to 2010 and 2011, not the least of which is the impact of the natural gas industry on the landfill.
The gas exploration boom in central Pennsylvania has impacted our landfill in a big way and on many fronts. In fact, the landfill has seen unprecedented growth due to the industry.

First, there are new waste streams being generated by this industry, all of which can be disposed of or recycled at the landfill. Such wastes include, drill cuttings which is waste material coming up out of the hole as they drill, some has petroleum products and synthetics mixed with it (making it similar to contaminated soil), general plant trash, trash from the employees on a well site, frac sands, dirty mud, trees, brush and stumps from the right of ways or locations, etc.

With proper testing up front, permitting of each location and a manifest for each and every load that comes into the Wayne Township Landfill facility, we can manage and properly dispose of this material in a safe and environmentally responsible way. As for the drill cuttings, we disposed of in excess of 166,000 tons of drill cuttings in 2010. There are 47 landfills in the state, about half are taking this waste material and have bigger volumes than WTL.

There were some early concerns in regard to radiation levels generated by the drill cuttings. The landfill has a state-certified radiation monitor, designed to detect even the slightest levels of radiation in any incoming waste. To date, we have not set off our radiation monitor at the facility once with drill cuttings. We have been conducting internal sampling and testing to educate ourselves on the characteristics of this material, well beyond the current regulations, as well as researching how this new business will move the landfill forward and what impacts it may have on the community.

When you hear the phrase, "they (gas industry) should be paying taxes," in the news headlines, people 

Landfill, cont’d.

need to understand that's already happening. For every ton of waste coming into our facility from the gas industry, the landfill collects $10.25 and passes those monies on to various governmental entities. Here is a breakdown for 2010 of the fees/taxes paid to the Wayne Township Landfill by the gas industry and which entities were the recipients of this fee/tax/:

- Pa. DEP Growing Greener Fund, $4.25 per ton for $705,000

- Pa. DEP Recycling Fund, $2 per ton for $332,000

- Clinton County Host County Fee, $3 per ton for up to 750 tons per day and $3.15 per ton over 750 tons per day for $510,000

- Wayne Twp. Host Community Fee, $1.25 per ton for up to 750 tons per day and $1.40 per ton over 750 ton per day for $215,000.

These are all fees/taxes directly from the gas industry and are new and above normal income streams to all that are mentioned. It is important to see that this industry is already paying substantial fees/taxes under the existing policies.

We recycle the stumps, brush and clean wood 

waste at the landfill's wood waste processing facility. This material is converted into sawdust used for stabilizing the drill cuttings on location for disposal at our facility or mulch for sediment control in silt socks or landscaping. This has been a substantial new income stream for WTL in 2010 and we look forward to expanding it into the future. In addition, the landfill's recycling department was expanded to include the sale of sawdust.

The biggest overall impact to the landfill is that the increase of new business from the gas industry has allowed us to move up our expansion plans. In October 2010, we received a planned expansion permit to redevelop our closed section of landfill. This was a four-year process and the end result will be the recycling the old closed 60-acre landfill and turning it into a new 75-acre landfill, adding 20-plus years of capacity to the life our facility.

We have been able to add new jobs, purchase and/or update equipment and purchase some neighboring properties that have long term potential for supporting the landfill operations. In all, seven new employees were added 

last year in order to adapt to the needs of the Marcellus Shale industry in our area and in support of the workload associated with our expansion plans.

One area we researched but decided against getting into at the landfill was a facility to treat frac water - the water used in the natural gas well drilling process. Our site has all the necessary pieces to make a very well situated frac water treatment facility. However, we explored all of the options and after months of research we have pulled the plug on plans to construct a treatment plant at the landfill. Several issues kept coming up that led us to decide on moving away from that service. The main reason is that technology is advancing so fast that it is hard to pin down one process as the "best process" and we did not feel it would fit with our mission in the end.

As we start 2011, the team at the landfill will continue to look for opportunities to keep both our business and our community strong, including opportunities within the natural gas industry.  And we will continue to challenge ourselves to do better and would produce cost savings through reduced energy 
use and consolidated food storage.
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RECYCLING IN WAYNE TOWNSHIP

The Clinton County Solid Waste Authority’s Recycling Center, located at 337 Pine Mountain Road, accepts a wide range of material for recycling.  The Recycling Center is open 7:00-4:30 on Monday – Friday, and 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon on Saturday. The recycling guide provides a listing of the acceptable material, how to prepare the material, and what materials are not accepted for recycling. 

Our curbside collection program is also offered to Township residents for an annual fee of $30.  Additional information on recycling or the Wayne Township can be found on our website,   www.waynetwplandfill.com.

Please remember to prepare your material properly!
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McELHATTAN - A helicopter being used for seismic operations in Wayne Township has raised concerns among some township residents about noise and the continuing intrusive industrial presence in their neighborhood.

They were told by CGG Veritas representative Scott Sheppard that the flight operations will only last about one month, and the whole effort of his company's work is to "get in and get out as fast as possible."

The seismic testing is being done to determine the depth of Marcellus Shale in the region for potential natural gas drilling.

For some township residents bothered by the noise in recent days, quick is not fast enough.

Mary Myers and others complained about the steady drone of the low-flying machine, and suggested there are other locations in the township that might be more 

appropriate for flight operations.

The seismic testing was not unexpected, but the sudden appearance of a helicopter on property adjacent to the Restless Oaks Restaurant surprised many people.

While some area residents apparently feared an ongoing heli-pad operation there in connection with the natural gas drilling, Sheppard sought to counter that perception.

Sheppard told a small crowd at last night's meeting that he expects that use of the helicopter to deliver bags of special cable will reduce the company's presence in the township from nine months to one month.

Tuesday night's special meeting culminated almost nine months of discussions, public meetings and negotiations leading to approval of a road use agreement - permission to conduct a seismic survey across roads in the township.


Because it was advertised as a special meeting for that specific purpose, the conversation and questions were limited to the topic at hand, although Sheppard did answer a few concerns about the process being used and the reasons behind the helicopter.

The helicopter, he said, speeds things up and "the quicker I do this, the quicker I get out of here."

The survey includes laying recording devices like cables and geophones across roads, and drilling "shot holes" on private lanes. The cables are designed to detect the small explosions from the shot holes, creating a three dimensional, schematic picture of the layers of rock beneath the surface to determine the presence of shale and natural gas deposits.

The company also uses vibration trucks to augment the process where the explosive charges can't be used.

CGG Veritas sells that information to oil and gas exploration companies. The data is limited to parcels 

covered by property owners who have signed agreements, comprising about 82 percent of the township Sheppard said.

The company is seeking to create a three dimensional seismic survey, a method of making a model of what's beneath the surface of the earth, by using sound waves to determine the type and shape of sub-surface formations.

The small explosive charge is placed about 20 feet deep and Sheppard characterized any noise from setting off the charge as a "small thump" that will be hardly noticed by nearby residents. In any case, he said, the charges won't be located anywhere close to houses, wells or buildings, and he said his company is willing to send out representatives to specific locations to calm any fears property owners might have about their own homes and water wells.

The reflected sound waves are picked up by listening devices called geophones, laid out along a seismic line by cable.

The process will occur on private and public land, he said. Owners are paid on average $5 per acre to permit the company to use its process on their properties.

The potential payoff for CGG comes in the form of any purchase of data made by the gas and oil companies.

As for those who don't want their property surveyed, while the ground waves might pass through their property below-ground, any data from those particular parcels is blanked out and unavailable to CGG or gas companies, Sheppard said.

The helicopter pad is set up on a commercial parking lot and drilling equipment storage area next to the Restless Oaks Restaurant just off of the Route 220 interchange here and across the street from the Clinton County Correctional Facility. Sheppard said all the appropriate permits, including permission from the Federal Aviation Administration, have been obtained.

The property contains 6.2 acres, is zoned Highway Interchange and is also being used for equipment storage and overflow parking at the restaurant.

The parcel is at the intersection of McElhattan Drive and Pine Loganton Road, and is bordered by Route 220 to the north, the prison to the south and the restaurant to the east.

More to the point of the special meeting, the supervisors sought to obtain, and receive, legal assurances that any damage to township roads are repaired. To that end, the company will post a $180,000 bond and the roads will be videotaped before, during and after any activity, Sheppard said.
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Linnwood Cemetery monument is part of Harrisburg history

Members of the Pennsylvania senate were just "lolling about in their seats" during a brief recess when "small volumes of smoke" became noticeable flowing out the windows of the capital building.

Within a few minutes "dense clouds" of acrid smoke began rolling down elevator shafts and filling the building, fire alarms were sounded, "and the dignified senate became a mass of howling men," according to a report in an Ohio newspaper.

The desks of our great state senators and representatives were yanked out of place and dragged onto the lawns surrounding the historic structure, where huge crowds were quickly gathering.

It was Feb. 2, 1897 and fire was sweeping though the state capital building in Harrisburg.

"The flames were then shooting out of the roof over the lieutenant governor's chamber, where the fire originated," reported the Salem (Ohio) Daily News the day after the conflagration. "The fire department was slow to arrive and the hosemen about the capital were doing their utmost to check the blaze. It was useless. The fire licked up the little streams of water."

Local fire companies joined in the battle, sending steams of water onto the senate wing roof, which was, according the newspaper report, "a sheet of flames. The water had hardly force enough to reach the blaze."

The roof of the capital building was soon burned beyond repair, with flames licking their way down into the senate chamber, shooting along the senate roof, winding around the capitol dome and onto the roof of the house chamber.

"Although there was a heavy rain and snow falling the woodwork burned like tinder," the paper reported. "Soon there was a fire in every portion of the building and there was no hope for the historic structure."

The once-grand capital building was now a smoldering husk, unrecognizable except for the six Ionic columns standing at the front portico. The rubble of the building, according to research conducted by Clinton County Historic Society Curator Lou Bernard, was carted off and dumped on City Island. All except those six Ionic columns, which were saved.

Today three of those columns can be found standing majestically at various spots throughout Lycoming and Clinton counties. One is located near a private residence in Antes Fort, and has been converted into a monument to King Wi-Daagh of the Susquehanna Indians, who sold his land to William Penn for "a parcel of English goods" according to Bernard's research.

One of them was moved to Jersey Shore cemetery, where it stands on a hill as a soldier's monument.

Another of the columns is today the most distinctive feature of Linnwood Cemetery in McElhattan.

Rising 40 feet high and inscribed with the names of dozens of Wayne Township veterans, the Linnwood Cemetery column, now stripped of its Ionic flourishes, towers proudly above the graves of such luminaries as John Hall Chatham, who has perhaps the most distinctive personal memorial in the cemetery.

The column was originally constructed with the rest of the state capital building in 1820, and after the fire of 1897 was moved to McElhattan by rail, arriving there in 1898. In 1900 it was erected at its present site as a soldier's memorial, according to the Clinton County Historic Sites Survey.

"One of the most unusual war memorials of this or many neighboring counties, the column in Linnwood Cemetery is a monument to the civic spirit of the late Mrs. Anna Stabley, wife of Adam Stabley, who served many years as storekeeper and postmaster at McElhattan," reported The Express in June of 1947, when the township prepared to add the names of World War II veterans to the obelisk.

Anna was apparently the person most responsible for originally bringing the column to Wayne Township. In the interests of doing so, she formed the Women's Helping Hand Association, which set about raising the money to purchase, move and erect the column soon after the capital fire. Donations were solicited and festivals and turkey dinners were held to generate the funds for this noble venture.

Within due time, between $140 and $150 was raised by the Helping Hand Association, the equivalent to about $3,900 today, based on the Consumer Price Index.

A local man named Warren Cohick went to Harrisburg to pick up the column, which cost all of about $40, or about $1,070 today. That, according to The Express story from 1947, included the cost of loading the column onto a freight car. The transportation expense was estimated at about $60, or $1,600 today. Another $40, give or take, was spent on its erection.

Once the names of the first round of veterans those who served in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the wars with Mexico and Spain and the Civil War were carved into the column (at a cost of ten cents per word), the Women's Helping Hand Association fund was just about exhausted, with only 35 cents left in the kitty. That's the equivalent of about $9.35 today.

In 1947, The Express interviewed one of the last surviving individuals who had helped to raise the column nearly a half-century earlier. Clarence C. Ricker, then 72, clearly had a strong interest in the region's history. He'd spent a lifetime collecting local Native American artifacts, and near the end of his life donated his entire extensive collection to Ross Library, the largest and most valuable gift of its kind then placed in library hands.

Ricker told the newspaper that he remembered that Anna Stabley made a personal plea for the use of a derrick which had lain at the Pennsylvania Railroad depot for some time before the column was ready to be erected. At one point the derrick seemed about to be shipped out of the area, and Mrs. Stabley begged and cajoled railroad officials to raise the column prior to removing the derrick.

"Her pleas were effective," The Express reported. "With the help of several men of McElhattan, (the derrick operator) lifted the column in the position it still occupies."

"A monument to the memory of the soldiers from Wayne Township, who served in the Civil War, was erected last week at Linnwood Cemetery at McElhattan," reported the Clinton Republican on May 16, 1900. "The monument is one of the stone pillars from the old capital building in Harrisburg, and is about five feet in diameter. The column is in eight sections and will stand about 40 feet high when completed A deep foundation of stone is being laid, and in this the base of the pillar will be placed and solidly grounded."

The first name listed on the column is Lieut. William McElhattan, the first settler of the area, for whom the village of McElhattan was named. He fought in the Revolutionary War, along with three other Wayne Township residents, John Hall, Nicholas Quigley and Phillip Quigley.

The dedication of the column took place on Oct. 11, 1900, but there was one name missing from the memorial that many in the municipality felt deserved of a place of prominence, Mrs. Anna Stabley.


McElhattan, PA………..It is with sad emotions that I write this column because as you might know by now, we had a suicide on February 23, 2011.  If you didn’t know, a 47-year old, male detainee for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from Hong Kong was awaiting deportation proceedings when he hanged himself in CCCF on February 23rd.  He was not on a suicide watch, but was in a segregation cell waiting for medical clearance.  An officer found him at approximately 3:15 PM; however, efforts to save him were too late.  Whenever an event of this nature occurs, CCCF undergoes increased scrutiny.  We will review our existing policies, examine staff actions, and a full report is given to the Prison Board.  DHS will conduct an investigation along with Wayne Township’s Police Department.

When you look at CCCF’s Philosophy and Goals, protecting an inmate from harming themselves is one of the goals we have.  Although any loss of life is unacceptable, when you realize that we have almost 2000 individuals booked into the facility year-after-year, each of them with a different mentality, you can understand the magnitude of the task asked of us.  Especially, since many of these individuals suffer some sort of mental illness, drug and/or alcohol addiction, and other maladies.  Unfortunately, mental health services are dwindling as a result of budget cuts, leaving jails as the new mental health facilities.  Most jails, like ours, are ill-equipped to address the specific needs of individuals; we simply try to insure their safety and that their needs are met.

An article in the February 27, 2011 Williamsport Sun-Gazette reported that suicides are increasing, attributable to unemployment, the economy and depression.  They reported that there were 16 suicides in Lycoming County in 2010, and four already in 2011.   Interestingly, the article indicated that the victims were all males.  As my staff knows these days; the article said that “….when someone commits suicide, it affects more than the victim.”  As one can see though, suicides happen in all facets of society, jail is just one of them.  As stated earlier, it is our job to protect the individual from themselves, but as many people know, if someone is intent on doing it, they will.  Many of us have personal experiences with suicide and understand that the person’s death leaves many unanswered questions, most of which we will never know the answers to.  It only seems appropriate that I repeat the information given in the Sun-Gazette article.  Lycoming County Coroner Charles E. Kiessling Jr. “urges anyone who is feeling hopelessly depressed, or their friends and family members, to call the local crisis intervention hotline at 326-7895, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 or the National Hopeline Network at 1-800-784-2433.”

The Employee-of-the-Quarter for September-December 2010 was Officer Robert Hanley. Officer Hanley has been employed with us about eight years and provides a lot of help to his colleagues and supervisors.  He works in the Community Corrections Center which contains our work-release and community-service inmates.  He is very energetic and we are fortunate to have him working at CCCF.  Our long-time Office Manager, Wilma Hackenberg retired after 20 years of county service.  We also lost another valued employee in Officer Janet Bilby who also retired with 20 years of dedicated public service.  Needless to say, when you lose a couple of employees of their caliber, it is difficult to continue to run efficiently and as effortlessly as they made their jobs appear.  Nonetheless, we carry on and I am pleased to announce that Tammy Russell was promoted to the Office Manager position.  We are in the process of replacing Janet, although we are still at full strength as far as our complement of correctional security staff.  We have completed the process of searching for a new Captain and will be announcing that in the near future.

Do you know about the correctional facility’s “Community Telephone Notification” program?  If you would like to be notified of any escapes or other serious security situations that might happen at the jail, all you need to do is call the facility (769-7680, ext. 138) and inform us that you want to be placed on the Wayne Township Notification List.  Please make sure you leave your name and phone number.  In the event of an escape, not only does the siren sound, but we will call you and inform you of what is going on.  Please leave a detailed message when you call and someone will return your call immediately.  

Are you aware of the availability of SAVIN (Statewide Automated Victim Information and Notification)?  This allows anyone to register to be notified of the release of one of our prisoners.  Designed for victims of crime, it is available to anyone that registers.  You can register two ways-anonymous or a more detailed type called profile.  It might be valuable to you to know when an inmate’s status changes.  As long as you know the inmate’s name or ID number, you may register by phone or via the internet.  You will be notified by your choice of phone or e-mail when the inmate is released, transferred, or escapes.  To register via the internet you may go to www.pacrimevictims.state.pa.us.  To register by phone, call 1-866-972-7284 (1-866-9PASAVIN).  You must keep your phone numbers current and provide SAVIN any changes to your number in order to be notified.  More information can be obtained by calling the District Attorney’s office at 893-4141.       

If any non-profit agency might benefit from inmate-labor, contact Steve Lehman at 769-7680, ext. 144.  It must be a non-profit agency or government entity. If you have an opinion or have any questions about the Clinton County Correctional Facility, you can e-mail them to me at wardenduran@comcast.net or call me directly at (570) 769-7680, x102.  

Frozen pond ready for ice skaters


 


By RACHEL MAZZA MCELHATTAN - Search the basements and garages for those ice skates. This winter, area residents will have the opportunity to participate in a favorite seasonal sport in Wayne Township.





"Build it and they will come," joked Arnold Coleman, township maintenance manager, and Township Supervisor Jim Maguire, referring to the baseball-themed movie, "Field of Dreams."





Interestingly enough, the ice rink was created on the in-field of the baseball diamond behind Wayne Township Fire Co.





Since the frozen water will kill grass beneath it, officials strategically located the rink in the in-field... where any grass that grows is removed during baseball season.





"We purchased a liner usually used for the fracking process in the gas drilling industry," said Coleman. "A lot of work went into getting this project completed ... and 











we are thankful to everyone involved."





The only ice skating pond in the area was a collaborative effort by several township organizations such as the fire company, the landfill, the Clinton County Correctional Facility and more.





"This was a project we have been considering for some time now It's great to finally see it near completion," said Maguire.





The area was mapped out, measured and leveled. Mulch was laid, sandbags were filled and finally 30,000 to 35,000 gallons of water were added Tuesday night.





"We ran a hose from the fire hydrant on the corner, it took about four and a half to five hours to fill the 18 to 20 inches," said Coleman.





The township is trying to make the pond as user friendly safe as possible.
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From left,  Supervisor Jim Maguire, Recreation committee members Doris Fritz, with her dog Lucky, and Marion Spong, and Township employee Arnold Coleman





"We will bring out garbage cans and plan to check up on it every morning," said Coleman. "We will plow the pond if necessary and there are charcoal burners around the pavilion for warming up after skating."





Interested skaters will be responsible for bringing their own ice skates and following all park rules.





"We would like to keep the pond open as long as we can weather permitting," said Doris Fritz, member of the Recreational Board. 





"Hopefully, its a big hit and we are able to do it again next year."





                                                 


�Standing in front of the pond are, from left, Wayne Township Supervisor Jim Maguire, Recreation committee members Doris Fritz, with her dog Lucky, and Marion Spong, and Arnold Coleman, a member of the township maintenance cr








The Board of Supervisors received word from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources in January that they would be receiving $63,000 in grant funds for the restoration of Zindel Park.


Although the renovations at the Park will far exceed the grant awarded by DCNR, it is a nice start.  


The Township will be required to match the $63,000 grant funds which the Board is prepared to do as they budgeted $65,000 for 2010 for recreation with the hope the DCNR grant application would be approved. 


The Township must put up fencing around the watershed area and gating across the southern portion of the park and must move the former city police shooting range in order to meet the terms of its lease with the City of Lock Haven. 


The DCNR grant funding will likely be used for the construction of a pavilion, upper parking area and handicapped access.


The fencing to be constructed at the West end of the Park and running East to the stream will be constructed of laid-up stone and wooden split rails which will blend in nicely with the park.


Township Engineer Dennis Norman will provide specs to the City for their approval before renovations begin.  


In other Township Business:


Township Engineer Dennis Norman recommended a letter be written to the Bald Eagle Truck Stop about its land development plans, underlining the need to further define areas where macadam and gravel are covering the property, and how truck traffic will flow after the                       


�


diesel pumps are moved.


The Board Discussed the need to replace a culvert under the Shoemaker Road to prevent water from a nearby creek from flowing over that road, and suggested a dip in the highway be removed by raising a section by 12 inches.


Provided Township Solicitor Paul Welch with a proposed weight limit ordinance, to be further refined by him in efforts to protect the township roads against heavy traffic.


Township Reorganizes for 2011 Fiscal Year


At its reorganization meeting held January 3rd. Supervisor Dave Calhoun was re-elected Chairman and Supervisor Chitwood was re-elected Vice Chairman; Darlene Macklem was  reappointed Township Secretary/Treasurer;  Gary Smith as Zoning Officer; Paul Welch as Solicitor; Jeff Kreger as primary Sewage Enforcement Officer and Carey Ohl as alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer.



































The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











Helicopter, seismic ops raise concerns in Wayne


 By JIM RUNKLE  
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After listening to a number of opposing views on two zoning issues at two successive public hearings, the Wayne Township supervisors tabled both proposals Monday evening.


One proposal would have changed 11 properties from Village Commercial to Industrial to facilitate plans by the Clinton County Solid Waste Authority for a new office and parking areas for personnel and equipment, with the possibility of an new access road sometime in the future.


The second proposal, one that found strong favor among township residents who attended, would have amended the zoning ordinance to allow commercial extraction of natural resources like natural gas, minerals, ore and water - but only as a "conditional use" in agricultural and light industrial districts.


The supervisors tabled the property changes after zoning officials said it wouldn't be strictly necessary to move away from the Village Center zone in order to facilitate the authority's plans for a new administration building.


The properties are along the east side of McElhattan Drive, between the landfill road and the railroad tracks, and many of the properties were recently acquired by the Clinton County Solid Waste Authority.


The authority has made an investment of about $1.43 million in property acquisition, but Landfill Director Jay Alexander said the zoning change was being sought for uniformity more than to qualify for a new entrance. He characterized the effort as a "paperwork" step, and told the supervisors there was no firm schedule of events to deal with, should they decide to investigate their options further.


"Our landfill permit doesn't come out that far," Alexander said "This doesn't expand the landfill permit to that area. Our intent is to build an admin building ... and see what can be worked out down the road on different access, if needed."


As for the other plan, the township is proposing to provide for the extraction of natural resources as a "conditional use" in the agricultural and light industrial districts of the township. The definition of natural resources includes oil and gas extraction, as well as sand, gravel and other minerals.


Township Solicitor Paul Welch said the change was an improvement over present zoning regulations, which would allow extraction in any zone, and said the conditional-use designation meant the supervisors could and would place reasonable, industry-related restrictions based on public welfare, should an actual project be brought before the board.


The move found strong support among the residents attending, but local property owner Robert Maguire strongly objected to the change, saying his 800 acres in the township were being "targeted" for special consideration.


Maguire also said he only heard about the proposed change at 11 a.m. Monday, and he begged the board for more time to examine the amendment change and return later with additional public comments.


"What led to this amendment?" Maguire asked. "What's the impact on landowners and why the significant change at this time?"


Maguire said he used the property to extract timber, stone, top fill and water, and the new, more difficult regulations pose an obstruction to jobs and commerce.


Welch explained the township has talked about the difficulties with heavy truck traffic accompanying drilling operations, and said the change would include commercial water extraction, "over which the supervisors have no control at all at this time."


Going against the majority audience wishes, Supervisor Tom Chitwood agreed, saying it was appropriate to consider the comments of property owners, as well as township residents.


Fellow Supervisors Dave Calhoun and Jim Maguire also agreed.


Jim Maguire took a short time to chide township residents for what he perceives as an anti-landfill and anti-business bias. Maguire said he looked at this year's budget and what the township was set to accomplish, and it would have cost property owners about $1,000 each parcel to finish those tasks and make those purchases. Instead, he said, primarily due to the location of an industrial park in the township and the solid waste authority's annual host-township allocation to the municipality, township property owners are paying no township real estate taxes at all.


The comments were, in part, a response to some township residents who said during the public meeting they never wanted the landfill or prison located in the township, and who then forwarded plans to have the township purchase the old Shoemaker barn and residence for use as a museum and library.


In other matters, the supervisors heard complaints that a seismic search company looking for natural gas deposits has allegedly been coming onto properties without the owners' consent and placing ribbons at strategic locations for future search operations.


The board heard a complaint that the rails-to-trails path, which is still under construction, was being illegally used by four-wheelers and vehicles. Board members said the gates have been purchased to prevent that activity, and will be installed this spring.


Township police noted the newly-created skating rink and nearby pavilion were vandalized in recent days, and asked the residents for help in identifying and prosecuting the culprits responsible for those acts.
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� The he The helicopter used for seismic operations in Wayne Township sits idle on its landing area close to Restless Oaks Restaurant. The helicopter has raised concerns from township residents. 
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the township was being "targeted" for special consideration.


Maguire also said he only heard about the proposed change at 11 a.m. Monday, and he begged the board for more time to examine the amendment change and return later with additional public comments.


"What led to this amendment?" Maguire asked. "What's the impact on landowners and why the significant change at this time?"


Maguire said he used the property to extract timber, stone, top fill and water, and the new, more difficult regulations pose an obstruction to jobs and commerce.


Welch explained the township has talked about the difficulties with heavy truck traffic accompanying drilling operations, and said the change would include commercial water extraction, "over which the supervisors have no control at all at this time."


Going against the majority audience wishes, Supervisor Tom Chitwood agreed, saying it was appropriate to consider the comments of property owners, as well as township residents.


Fellow Supervisors Dave Calhoun and Jim Maguire also agreed.


Jim Maguire took a short time to chide township residents for what he perceives as an anti-landfill and anti-business bias. Maguire said he looked at this year's budget and what the township was set to accomplish, and it would have cost property owners about $1,000 each parcel to finish those tasks and make those purchases. Instead, he said, primarily due to the location of an industrial park in the township and the solid waste authority's annual host-township allocation to the municipality, township property owners are paying no township real estate taxes at all.


The comments were, in part, a response to some township residents who said during the public meeting they never wanted the landfill or prison located in the township, and who then forwarded plans to have the township purchase the old Shoemaker barn and residence for use as a museum and library.


In other matters, the supervisors heard complaints that a seismic search company looking for natural gas deposits has allegedly been coming onto properties without the owners' consent and placing ribbons at strategic locations for future search operations.


The board heard a complaint that the rails-to-trails path, which is still under construction, was being illegally used by four-wheelers and vehicles. Board members said the gates have been purchased to prevent that activity, and will be installed this spring.


Township police noted the newly-created skating rink and nearby pavilion were vandalized in recent days, and asked the residents for help in identifying and prosecuting the culprits responsible for those acts.







































